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- lu\f‘.l population of Vietnam, Cnmbodia o

: who belicved that active particlpation in =

' T'rench rule over Indochina,. -

“ began extensive financial ald to Cam-~ -
. bodia, Laos, and South Vietnam, In the ™
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* which we thought would be favorable to -
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the military equipment for the 8 years ::
of French warfare against much of the

=

~
v
ol

s

and Laos.
2Zub in 1954, there were still Amerlcans

the war by U.8. military forces could save
Indochina for France, There were de-
mands for air strikes from the U.S, 7th
I*leet, based

'1

in the western Pacific,

.There werc hints that U.S, troops might “' o .

be landed. I wasone of several Senators, -,
many of them leading Democrats, who .
argucd vigorously against such an exten- -°
sion of the U.S. involvement. . The ad- *
¢ reaction from so many in Congress -

ad among the general public un= ¢ ot
doubtedly was a factor in President '.1 &
Fisenhower's rejection of U.S., military,
involvement in Indochina, The United -
States did not intervene militarily in
1354, The result was the Geneva con-
ference which provided for the end of
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GENEVA SETTLEMENT

But we did pursue and continue U.S.-
aid dircctly to much of Indochina, We

. 4.\‘-—

we eslablished a government | v .
the United States. In fact, we hand- 1
picked from Washington and New York ' .
o Soutl Vietnam exile named Diem who
Iind never participated in his country's I
war against the French and we sent him %

~to South Vietnam, financed him, mili-".

- quote: “create the necessary basis for

Mr MORSE.- Mr. President, at the

. time Vice President Nixon sent up his
- trial balloon, suggestinz that American
forces be sent into Indochina, the United
States had finonced France for 8 years

* in its effort to regain control over a ma-
jor colony from they had been ousted by
Japan. Few Americans realize today
. that. one very serlous drawback to the
¢ U.8. intervention in Vietnam today -is
;- our record of putting up the meney and
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. others the covert establishment of mili--* P
* tary Installations. H A

"~ words of the final interpretative declara- i

tavized his regime, and proclaimed
thirouph our recognition of his adminis- .«
tration that his was an independent gov
ernment, y

Ile became our agent in South Viet-ﬁ LN
nam. In collaboration with his puppet SR
government, we undertook military ac--" ~

, Livitics in South Vietnam that were in'i .- -7

violatlon of the Geneva sagreement.:: ,
Some involved. distribution of weapons, # .

The Geneva agreement had, In. the‘_\- S
tion, been intended to seftle the mili-":
tary hostillties in Indochina and, to

the achievement in the near future of & :
political scttlement in Vietnam.” The .
political settlement was to follow in.:
1056, when-the two military zones of :
North and South were to be politically
united through general elections. ». .
The final declaration of the Geneva ™ R
Confcrence called for elections through- + S
out Vietnam in July 1956, to be con-
ducted under the supervision of the In- .
ternational Control Commission. The
declaration further called upon. ofiicialg .
irom North and South to meet to ar~.’
range for the election. The specific,
language of the declaration sald: “
7. The conference declares that, so far ag
Vietnam is concerncd, the settlement of .'
political problems, effected on the basls of
respect for the prineiples of independenco, “'
unity and territorial integrity, shall permlt 't
the Viectnamese people to enjoy the fund- -
amental freedoms, guaranteed by democratio -
institutions esteblished ag & result of free
general elections by seoret ballot. In order
to oensure thof wsufficient - progtess 'in- the
rostoration ot peace hau been mede, and that
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